
“What Does This Mean?” 
Martin Luther and His Small Catechism 

 

Lesson 4:  
           The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 
 
We usually maintain that there are three 
things that make a sacrament a “sacrament.”  
What are they? 
 
 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Roman Catholic Church says that there are seven sacraments.  What are the 
other five they call Sacraments, and how do they fail the litmus test above? 
 
 

1. ____________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________ 

7. ____________________________________________ 

 

 
What is the difference between a “sacrament” and a “sacrifice”? 
 

• A sacrament is something ______________ does for ________________. 

• A sacrifice is something _____________ do for _________________. 



According to the following passages, what is the essence of Baptism?   
 

• Matthew 28:19 

• Ephesians 5:25-26 

• Numbers 6:27 

 
There are some within the Christian Church who would say it is wrong of us to baptize 
babies.  What scriptural evidence do we have that indicates we are doing what is 
right in the eyes of God? 
 

• Acts 2:38-38 

• Psalm 51:5 

• Matthew 18:6 

 
Typically, the pastor of a congregation is the one who presides at a baptism.  Who may 
properly baptize another person? 
 
 
 
What blessings do we receive through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism? 

• Acts 22:16 

• Romans 6:3-5 

• Titus 3:5 

 

Baptism brings to light the struggle that goes on inside of the Christian, between the Old 
Adam and the New Self.   How does the Bible describe our lives as Christians? 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17 

• Romans 6:6 

• Galatians 5:17 

• Romans 7:22-25 



In that struggle mentioned above, who is winning?   
 
 
 

How is it possible for the New Self to gain the upper hand in this battle? 

 

 

Consider the following scenario:  “After being confirmed in eighth grade, the young man 
had been away from church for many years.  His time at the university had pulled 
him even further away from the faith that had been instilled in him at a tender 
young age by his parents and Sunday School teachers.  He wanted nothing to do 
with God—until he met a beautiful young lady to whom he proposed marriage.  But 
she wasn’t so sure about tying the knot with a non-believer.  So, after 12 years away 
from God’s house, somewhat reluctantly, he started going to church again.  The 
good news: slowly but surely, the Spirit rekindled the faith that had previously been 
snuffed out.”  Should he be baptized again?  Explain your answer. 

 
 
 

What is the purpose of having sponsors for Baptism? 

 
 
 

Is a person who has not been baptized able to be saved? 

• Mark 16:16 

• Luke 23:43 

 

Baptists generally do not believe that there is any real power in the Sacrament, but that it 
is only an outward symbol or sign of what’s already taking place inside the believer’s heart.  
How might the following Bible passage contribute to their confusion? 

• 1 Peter 3:20b-21 

 



Evaluate:  “It seems absurd to compare Noah’s flood, which caused so much death and 
destruction, to the Sacrament of Baptism.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let us not doubt that Baptism is divine.  It is not made up or invented by people.  For as 
surely as I can say, ‘No one has spun the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s 
Prayer out of his head; they are revealed and given by God Himself,’ so also I can boast 
that Baptism is no human plaything, but it is instituted by God Himself. … It is of the 
greatest importance that we value Baptism as excellent, glorious, and exalted.  We 
contend and fight for Baptism chiefly because the world is now so full of sects arguing 
that Baptism is an outward thing and that outward things are of no benefit.  But let 
Baptism be a thoroughly outward thing.  Here stand God’s Word and command, which 
institute, establish, and confirm Baptism.  What God institutes and commands cannot be 
an empty thing. 

Martin Luther 
 


